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Metz. To state, however, that the French had been
thrown back was to go further than the actual facts,
and therefore to misread their real import. As a matter
of fact, in the battle on the 14th, the Germans only sent
into action portions of three army corps, namely the
whole of the First Corps, the 13th division of the Seventh,
and the 18th division of the Ninth (very weak fractions) ;
in all the equivalent of only three divisions.

The fight had lasted for five hours, from 3 to 8 p.m.
No spoils whatever had been brought back; only a few
prisoners had been captured; no ground had been seized.

Under those conditions and after such weak tactical
results, it was not possible to consider the French com-

S'etely thrown back on Metz, or their main forces beaten,
they did retire, it was because they had received an
order to that effect, not because they were compelled
to do so. The results of the 14th might be considerable
from a strategical point of view, they were as good as
naught from a tactical point of view. When the French
army should be met again later on, it ought to be
expected not as a beaten army, but as a force in full
possession of its physical and moral means of action*

As a sequence to this forced interpretation of facts,
von Moltke added: " It is likely that by now (15th)
the French are in full retreat on Verdun."

As that likelihood (as conceived at General Head-
quarters) did not lead to taking *any practical measure
other than handing over again to the commander of
the army the three corps which had been previously im-
mobilised, it did not seem to be in danger of bringing
about any unpleasant consequences.

But what had been a mere possibility, a mere likeliness,
as imparted to General Headquarters at Pont-^-Mousson,
soon became a certainty under the influence of reports
received more particularly by the Third Army Corps, as
the Historical Records state them. The commander
of the Second Army came at this stage to the conclusion
that the French army was in full and hasty retreat
towards the Meuse.

These actual reports received by the Third Corps still
mentioned nothing but some French movements from
Metz to Longueville, places still far from the Meuse*

As for the 5th cavalry division, it might have supplied
information of a capital importance, had it been con,*